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Greetings! 

 

It's been quite a long time since I last sent out a newsletter.  That's because I've been trying to figure out 

how to use Open Office.  Unfortunately, I've not made much progress.  I used to have Word, which I 

much prefer by far, but it's on another computer and this computer is the one that has my mailing lists 

on it...kinda.  Yes, that's been another problem.  When we switched computers we also switched the 

software for our e-mails.  What a mess my address book is in!!!  Because of that, I'm going to enlist 

your help to send this e-mail to friends who may have fallen out of our address book but who would 

more than likely want to know what you will know after reading this message. 
 

You might have already gotten a yellow postcard about the sale and know why we are having it.  If 

that's the case, you'll probably want to skip down a bit and get on with other information.  If not, then 

allow me to put you in the know.  First, and foremost, you'll want to know about the Inventory 

Reduction Sale that's going on right now.    Yes, between now and August 6th you can save 25% on 

your fabric purchases (half-yard minimum) as well as books, patterns, and notions*.  Bring cash or 

your checkbook and save an extra 2% on your total after the discount and before tax is added.  From 

August 8 to October 1 the discount will be 30%.  As it stands right now, that is the lowest the discount 

will go. 
 

Traffic in this shop, and from what I gather in many other shops as well, has significantly decreased 

from what it was a few years back.  For us, it has definitely decreased from what it was when we 

bought the shop in 2004.  Even with a sale going on it hasn't been what I would term as busy.  I know 

there are a lot of factors causing the decline in business both here and elsewhere.  I've mentioned a few 

in past missives, so we won't beat a dead horse by revisiting them now, but suffice it to say, there is no 

way any independent shop can survive without customers.  I'm not whining about our decision to 

change our course, but I am simply trying to give you a wake up call lest you lose other shops that you 

enjoy going to, be they quilt shops, bookstores, gift shops, restaurants, or whatever.  Unless they have a 

very successful online presence, they're not going to be able to keep their doors open when only a 

handful of people, if that many, show up each day.  Of course, that also assumes that those who do visit 

actually make a purchase rather than use the shop as a showroom to find the fabric(s) they like and then 

look for and purchase them online to save a dollar or two.   
 

Since the sale began, I've had folks come by who've not been here in several years saying they hate to 

see us close because there aren't that many quilt shops in the area as it is from which to choose.  I've 

also had several new visitors because of Row by Row who are very excited to discover our shop then 

immediately disappointed  to learn that we won't be open as a brick and mortar shop after October 1.  I 

hate disappointing them, but it is what it is.   
 

In an effort to expand our market, we have been selling online at Etsy.com for a while now, just a drop 

in the bucket really, and will be adding more items as we can and pretty much everything that's left 

after October 1 comes and goes.  Those who live close enough and want to pick up their orders, or 

possibly have them delivered to Huntsville or parts in between, will have that option thereby saving the 
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cost of shipping and tax.  Maybe it will make it easier for those who aren't as mobile now as they were 

ten years ago but who still enjoy creating beautiful projects and need to add to their stash of fabrics, 

books, or patterns in order to do so.  Granted, I don't think it will be quite as much fun shopping alone 

online as it is shopping with a friend or two in person, but these times they are a changin', and we have 

to change with them. 
 

Without a doubt, I'm most grateful to those who have faithfully supported us over the years.  Those 

who have not only supported us with their encouraging words and dollars but also with their ideas, 

opinions, word-of-mouth advertising, and prayers.  It is this group of folks that I feel I am letting down 

and will miss seeing the most.  They have become more than just customers.  They have become 

friends and in many ways are more like family than some of my own family members.  Hopefully, we'll 

be able to come up with times that we can get together or find some way to keep in touch.   

 

*Standard exclusions apply 

 

Stitchin' Camp  

 

One way we'll be able to keep in touch is through our Stitchin' Camp events which we do plan on 

continuing.  In fact, we will be hosting a camp October 6-8, the weekend after the shop, as it has been, 

closes.  Our past campers have already been informed about camp and several have signed up and paid.  

However, at present we do still have a few spots left in case you're interested.  Everything you need to 

know is on the blog.  If you'd like to join us, just pop a check in the mail or drop in and pay for your 

spot.  The cost is $70 for the three days.  No spot is guaranteed until paid for.  The campers are a great 

group of ladies and always amaze me with all the projects they work on and often complete, especially 

when you take into account how much they snack and chat.    Yes, they are amazing women! 

 

Row by Row Experience 

 

Have you been taking advantage of this nationwide shop hop?  If not, you still have time to get 

involved.  There are lots of shops scattered all across the country as well as in Canada for you to visit.  

At each shop, you can pick up a FREE pattern to use in making a quilt.  You can see our row here.  We 

have partial kits which are $6.  If you definitely want a kit please let me know as I'm only making a 

certain number.  The pattern will be available until the event ends in September.   You can collect 

patterns to make at your leisure, or you can ramp things up and try to win the contest that's connected 

to this event, if you're interested in that sort of thing.  You'll need eight different rows in order for your 

quilt to qualify, and you'll have to get your quilt completed and to a participating shop before anyone 

else.  According to the rules, a completed quilt is one that has been quilted, bound, and labeled.  While 

it isn't expressly stated in the contest rules, I think your applique pieces, especially if you've used the 

raw-edge applique technique, should also be stitched down as well.  If you're the first one to bring your 

quilt to a shop you'll win 25 fat quarters.  If you take your quilt to a shop whose row you've included, 

you might just win even more goodies on top of the fat quarters.   
 

In addition to collecting patterns, many shops also have fabric license plates with 

catchy phrases that they have thought up themselves and which are unique to 

their shop.  Here's our plate for this year.  The purple heart seen herecoordinates 

with the hearts on our row.  While I chose purple because I greatly like the color 

and it has pretty much become the shop's color, I learned from a couple of 

visitors that purple is the official color of the Alzheimer's movement and that June was Alzheimer's 

Awareness month.  Interesting how things sometimes work out like that. 
 

http://www.hookedonquilting.wordpress.com/stitchin-camp/
http://www.rowbyrowexperience.com/
http://www.hookedonquilting.wordpress.com/


Last year, one of the big questions was, “What do we do with these fabric license 

plates anyhow?”  In answer to that question, pattern designers came out with patterns 

to make totes, wristlets, cutter covers, car caddies, messenger bags, and more.  This 

year, Patch Abilities introduced a wallhanging that will allow you to prominently 

display several of your license plates in one place.  We have the Butterfly House 

pattern in stock and our license plate from 2015 can even be seen on the cover!  It's the 

second one down on the larger photo.  Yes, we do still have a few of the 2015 fabric 

plates in stock, but again, once they're gone, they're gone.  Cost:  $5 per plate 

 

But wait, that's not all!  We also have charms for both 2016 and 2015 as well as 

charm holders on which to hang them.  There are two collectible pins as well.  A round one and a 

rectangular one.  We have both of those too!  Take a look at our Facebook page as they are all 

pictured there.  Quantities are limited, not only at this shop but in general, so if you want one, or 

more, don't procrastinate.  I just received word that the vendor has already sold out of the 2015 

charm, and I only have a few left.  Time's a wastin'!  Don't miss out on these charms because they 

are cute, cute, cute! 

 

Not sure which shops are participating or which shops already have received a winning quilt?  There's a 

page on Facebook for the shops in Tennessee and in Alabama as well as pretty much any state you wish 

to visit this summer I do believe.  Be sure to take a few minutes to check out these pages before you 

jump in your car and take off on your adventures because you don't want to miss a thing!  Definitely 

note each shops hours of operation.  You don't want to drive a long way only to find the shop you wish 

to visit closed.  I've already had a couple of hoppers tell me that they came on a Wednesday, and we're 

closed on Wednesday.   
 

New Monthly Offering! 

 

Sign up now for our latest monthly offering!  It will consist of a small project 

for each month that can be displayed on a 12” table top stand.  The first kit can 

be picked up on Saturday, August 6 and will be for the September project.  This 

means you'll always be one month ahead so you'll be ready to display your new 

creation at the beginning of the month.   
 

As always, we'll not necessarily follow the pattern every time, but you will still 

be pleased and proud to display, or gift, your final outcome.  You'll get to do a 

little bit of piecing (or maybe not), applique, and even a little basic embroidery.  

We always like to build in some flexibility to our offerings, so these projects can 

be done either by hand, for portability, or on the machine.  If you want to do 

yours a little differently you're more than welcome to do so and just use your kit 

as a place to begin. 
 

Cost is $17.95 per month plus tax and includes everything you need* to complete the 12” square 

project.  Each kit will include a variety of fabric types and textures, i.e. cotton, flannel, wool felt, etc.  

If you need help, you're welcome to schedule a time to come by the shop and sit down with either Miss 

Martha, Victoria, or myself for a one-on-one session at no additional charge. 
 

NOTE:  Don't worry.  We will not leave you hanging but will continue making the kits available on the 

first Saturday of each month even after the shop door closes.  On that day, you'll be welcome to save 

15% on anything else on the floor you wish to purchase. 
 

*Batting, threads, and fusible webbing not included. 
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I'm sure there was something else that I meant to share with you, but for the life of me I can't remember 

what it was now.  Once I figure it out I'll drop in again and let you know.  Until then, keep cool, keep 

creating, and keep in contact with us. 
 

Take care, 

 

Cindy 

 

 


