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Greetings! 
 

It’s been so long since I last visited you that spring has come and almost gone!  Come June 21
st
 

we’ll be into summer and all that this new season entails.  Finding time to sew between 

gardening, vacationing, and hosting visiting relatives in your home is easier said than done.  

Then again, there’s almost always some quiet time in the evening when you can’t garden because 

it’s dark outside, and the relatives are occupied elsewhere, that will allow you to indulge in one 

creative endeavour or another.   
 

Even when on vacation you can work on your quilting projects if you take a small sewing 

machine along or some handwork projects.  After all, you know what they say, “I cannot count 

my day complete ‘till needle, thread, and fabric meet.”  Heaven forbid that any of us go to bed 

with an incomplete day on our conscious.  With lightweight machines and portable projects we 

can no longer use the excuse “It’s summer time!” to get us off track where creativity is 

concerned. 
 

Now, before you go any further I will warn you that I got carried away at the end.  That means 

that in addition to giving you some of the important information that you need to know, there’s 

quite a bit at the end that’s just fluff.  Meaningful fluff to a great extent, but fluff nonetheless.  I 

have no doubt that you know where the delete button is . 
 

New Hours! 
 

Because it’s summer time and Victoria is out of school, sorta, and wants to do some “fun” things 

together before she has to go back full throttle in the fall, we’re going to be closing the shop on 

Wednesdays beginning June 4.  After ten years of being open every day it will seem odd not 

going down and opening up the shop, but since it’s slower in the summer anyhow, I’m hoping it 

won’t hurt anything by doing so.  In addition to the shop being closed on Wednesday, I might go 

whole hog and not even check my e-mails.  So, if you e-mail me late Tuesday evening or on 

Wednesday and I don’t answer, don’t worry.  I’ll definitely check the e-mail accounts first thing 

Thursday morning and get back to you then. 
 

We will be open on Mondays as usual so if your other favorite quilt shop isn’t open then you can 

come here.  When we’re closed on Wednesday your other favorite quilt shop should be open and 

you can go there.  This way, you’ll still be covered every day of the week, except Sunday, and 

won’t have to wait for a shop to open in order to get on with your project(s).   
 

If you find that you will be visiting us from out of state, as in a long way away from here out of 

state, not just over the state line, you’re welcome to give us a call and see if we are home, as 

opposed to out gallivantin’ around (there’s a tea shop in Madison that’s on the list of places to go 

this summer for starters).  If we happen to be home, we’ll gladly open the shop for you.  If not, I 

trust you will stop by on your next visit to Fayetteville and catch us up on all you’ve been 

working on.   
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We are back to being open until 5:00 p.m. each day except Saturday.  On Saturday, we will close 

at 4:00 p.m.  Rick and I have taken to going out on this evening for our date night so I hope 

you’ll understand and not be too inconvenienced by our closing an hour early on Saturday.   
 

New Fabrics, Books, and Patterns 
 

We’ve gotten in quite a bit of new fabric over the past couple of months from Riley Blake 

Designs, P&B Textiles, Robert Kaufman, and Andover Makower.  We should be getting some of 

our Christmas fabrics in before long.  There won’t be oodles and oodles of Christmas fabric 

coming in, but there will be a couple of new groups for you to work with when getting projects 

ready for the gift-giving season.  I’ve listed some of the new fabrics on our blog on the “Just In” 

page, but not all.  I’ve also listed some of the new books that we’ve received as well as some 

patterns, but again, not all.  Listing everything that comes in can get a bit time consuming, 

especially when you get behind as I always seem to do.  If you’re looking for a particular book or 

pattern feel free to give me a call, and I can let you know if I have it.  If I don’t, and you’re not in 

a hurry, I can order it for you.   
 

One thing I do want to show you is our newest 

mug rug sample.  This project is perfect 

should you want to give a small gift that 

doesn’t take a lot of time or fabric but still 

says, “I’m thinking of you!” without a doubt.  

This pattern is called Wilson, but for some 

reason I keep wanting to call him Waldo.  

Don’t ask me why because I can’t tell you.  

I’ve never had a dog named Waldo so I have 

no clue at all where that’s coming from.  Since 

he’s “my” dog though I figure I can call him 

whatever I like.  If you make him, you can 

name him something completely different too. 
 

We have this project as a kit or just the pattern if you prefer to pull from your stash.  The kit 

includes everything but the batting and thread.  The binding strip is even cut for you.  Since you 

do the appliqué work through all three layers, once you get that finished all you have to do is 

attach the binding and you’re done.  Or, if you want to save a good bit of time you could always 

do your appliqué work through the batting, add the backing to the top of the piece, stitch around 

and leave an opening for turning it inside out.  Once you’ve closed up the opening and pressed it 

nicely just top stitch a quarter-inch around the outside edge and they’ll have to look closely to 

see that it’s not bound.  Add a nice mug, some packets of tea or hot chocolate, and you’ll have a 

very nice gift for a very small price.  We have patterns for a cat and snowman as well in the 

event that you, or the person to whom you’re gifting the mug rug, is not a dog fancier.   
 

Etsy! 
 

In addition to being on Facebook now, we also have a store on Etsy.  To find us, go to 

www.etsy.com and type hookedonquilting (no spaces) into the search bar at the top of the page.  

You should be able to find us without any problems.  If you can’t just give me a call, and I’ll try 

to help you troubleshoot until you do. 
 

http://www.etsy.com/


Why Etsy?  We have lots of supporters who live several miles away and some have told me that 

they shop online because there’s not a quilt shop close to where they live.  Opening a shop on 

Etsy will, hopefully, allow these folks to shop online with us when they’re unable to take a road 

trip and visit in person.  While we do like in person visits much better, we understand the 

logistical problems that can arise when it takes more than an hour to drive to Fayetteville.  
 

Like all new ventures, finding a good chunk of time to list products is easier said than done.  

Maybe listing items on Wednesdays when the shop is closed will become part of my new 

routine, in the event that Victoria and I don’t take our own road trips.  It will take time, but 

eventually, we should have a decent selection of fabric, books, patterns, notions, kits, etc. on the 

site.  Feel free to put your two cents worth in as to what you’d be interested in shopping for.  I’ve 

already gotten some very good input from regular Etsy users but wouldn’t mind more ideas and 

suggestions one little bit.   
 

 
 

Summer time can bring lots of distractions into our lives.  As mentioned at the beginning, 

gardening, visits to and/or from family members, and vacations just begin to scratch the surface 

of all that vies for our attention between May and September.  I can always tell when traveling 

season begins because the majority of our visitors are from out of state.  When I say majority, I 

really do mean majority.  We can go for a whole week, sometimes two, and not see more than 

one “local” if that.  Interestingly enough, those who are visiting from out of town/state are glad 

to have found a quilt shop and relay stories of their own local shops.  A few that have visited are 

blessed with two or three shops close by, but many more are unhappy because their local quilt 

shop has closed and there’s nowhere for them to visit without having to drive two or more hours 

in any one direction.  Reasons for the closing of their shop vary.  Some say their shop closed 

because of the age or health of the owner, but more often than not the reason is economic. 
 

Speaking of economics…you know the magic’s gone when, instead of sending you love letters, 

your husband sends you a link to an economic article…a depressing article at that!  Last week, 

Rick sent me a link to an article about the future of retail shops.  I wish I could say that the 

article was full of encouraging news, but I’d be lying if I did.  After all, what would you expect 

from an article entitled Retail Death Rattle Grows Louder!?  Among other bits of information, 

the article gave a list, a long list, of big name stores that are in trouble.  Some of these stores are 

on the verge of bankruptcy while others are barely holding on by their fingernails.  Even some of 

our own favorite stores were on the list of those who are in deep trouble—one of which I know 

for a fact is closing at Bridge Street, if it hasn’t closed already.  If these other stores go under, I 

will not be a happy camper.   
 

While the news for these large brick and mortar retailers was unsettling, the reality of the plight 

of small “mom and pop” stores is even more dire.  There are some that are doing quite well 

because they’re in large cities with a large customer base and are offering a product that folks 

need or can’t/don’t want to live without.  Those shops in small cities however, like ourselves, 

who offer products that folks want but can live without, will find, or are finding, it difficult to 

justify keeping their doors open due to plunging sales figures.  It’s obvious that the current 

economic factors are taking a toll on these shops, small and large.  It’s also obvious that the trend 

is not going to be heading upwards any time soon.  Is there anything we can do about it?  I wish I 

had a whiz bang answer to give you that I knew without a doubt would work.  In truth, about the 

only thing I can suggest is if you have a favorite shop, large or small, chain or independent, and 

you want to see them stay open then make every effort to give your support either with your own 



dollars or by telling others who you know will like what they sell and encourage new folks to 

visit.  Honestly, that’s about all you can do.  You can’t just go buy “stuff” willy-nilly in hopes of 

keeping them afloat, but you can spread the word about their existence which might help keep 

their advertising costs down if nothing else.  I can’t begin to tell you how much I appreciate 

hearing a new visitor say that they are visiting because someone they knew suggested that they 

make the drive to the quilt shop in Fayetteville.   
 

About the only other thing you can do to help a shop keep their doors open, especially an 

independent shop, is shop there even when there are no special sales or coupons being offered. 

Shops can’t survive without making some kind of profit.  If all they do is cover their costs, 

assuming they are even able to do that when they have sales, they won’t be able to gain any 

ground or grow to serve you better. 
 

I have been questioned about how much longer quilt shops in this area will be able to continue to 

remain open.   Unfortunately, I can’t answer for anyone but myself.  If I were to try and answer 

for the area shops as a whole about all I could say is, “I don’t know.”    
 

For ourselves, we’re hoping that offering products online will help this shop make it through 

these tough economic times.  But will it?  Because of Rick’s knowledge of economics, he’s very 

skeptical.  Back in September, another brick and mortar shop (in another state) that was open for 

ten years closed their doors.  They still have their online presence so they have fabric, etc. to sell.  

However, they have slowly but surely been going out of business as a full-service quilt shop.   

The owner says she will focus on her hand-dyed wools and vending at shows.  Since she is 

selling off all the fabric, books, etc. in the store I can only conclude that all she’ll have to vend at 

these shows will be hand-dyed wools which are generally not inexpensive by any means.  Will 

this be enough to sustain her financial needs?  Or, will she have to go out and get a “real” job 

like so many designers and shop owners have done over the past few years?  Time will tell.  I 

know from the communications that I had from this shop owner that the decisions she had to 

make along the way were difficult ones.  I understand and can empathize with her struggles in 

reaching these decisions for herself, her shop, and her customers.   
 

I have to wonder though just how badly quilters really want a local, quality-oriented quilt shop.  I 

say that after being told by one of my ladies that the new JoAnn’s in Tullahoma had lines of 

customers at their checkouts recently.  Try to remember the last time you saw lines of customers 

at your local quilt shop, laden with fabric, etc., waiting to check out, and days when there are 

special BOM pickups do not count.  Of course, one could argue that those in line weren’t really 

quilters; they were just folks who make crafty things from items that are more likely to be sold 

by chain stores.  Those in line couldn’t be the quilters who value their time, are proud of their 

skills, and who would rather not quilt at all than allow sub-standard fabrics into their creations.  

Granted, they might not all have been quilters.  In fact, I’m sure they weren’t, but I bet you a 

dime to a dozen donuts there were enough folks there who claim the title of quilter to make a 

difference in the totals at checking out time had they shopped at their local quilt shop instead of 

JoAnn’s, or other similar chain stores while we’re on the subject.   
 

I know everyone likes a bargain, and I know we’re all trying to make our dollars stretch as far as 

they possibly can these days.  That’s why we still have some fabrics as low as $5/yard and many 

more still at $8/yard as well as other saving incentives.  But…is saving 40% on one item worth 

the chance of losing your local quilt shop?  When the quilt shop, and all it encompasses, is gone, 

don’t you think you and your quilting buddies will have lost much more than what that coupon 

saved you?  Please don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not fussin’.  I’m not whinin’.  I’m not trying to 

tell you where you should shop or what you should buy.  I’m just trying to help the light bulb 



pop on here so you don’t call us or your other favorite quilt shop one day only to hear a message 

telling you that the number has been disconnected.  So…think about it and then support, and 

encourage your quilting friends to support, independent quilt shops, be they in Tennessee, 

Alabama, or Timbuktu. 
 

Regardless of what comes to pass as a result of these trying economic times, I can tell you that I 

feel very blessed to have been able to get to know and to serve some of the most wonderful 

women, and men, in the world over the past ten years.  Without having taken that step of faith 

and purchasing the quilt shop so that our children could actually apply some of their book 

learning to a real life situation, neither I nor my family would be as rich as we are today where 

friends and acquaintances are concerned.  While I had both education and work experience on 

my side, as did Rick, when we bought the shop in June 2004, I was in no way prepared to realize, 

let alone fully comprehend, just how close I would get to so many of the folks who have visited 

this shop and who have become supporters of it and of our family.  Many have watched our 

children grow up and often ask about them when they visit.  You know how that always warms a 

mother’s heart .  Many have prayed for our needs and we have prayed for their needs as well.    

It’s as if we have a huge extended family that are related not by blood but by a common factor—

the love of creating beautiful items with one’s hands to enhance and enrich our lives and the 

lives of those we care about.  Then there are those who just happen into our lives because of 

circumstances beyond their control.  When we are able to give of ourselves to them through 

quilting, we are able to make their lives happier and ease some of their burden. Conversely, we 

find ourselves feeling happier as well, not to mention useful.  Quilters are by nature a giving and 

caring lot.  I am so thankful, and humbled, to be counted amongst them. 
 

Although we’ve not made money hand over fist these past ten years as we would have liked to 

have done, we have made some folks happy and have in turn been made happy by many.  As the 

commercials used to say, that alone is priceless. 
 

Hugs, 

 

Cindy 


