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Seasons Greetings! 

 

Hard to believe that 2013 is just about over.  Now that I’m just getting used to writing 2013, I’m going to 

have to rearrange my brain to write 2014 in just a few weeks.  It’s kinda scary how time goes by so 

quickly.  I have to wonder if it’s because I’ve gotten older (mom said that life would go by quicker when I 

got older) or if it’s because I’m just a busy person.  Maybe it’s all the deadlines that are associated with 

being a quilt shop owner.  We work from one deadline to the next, hoping all the time that we make it on 

time.  While I’m not thrilled with having deadlines, I have a more happy-go-lucky mindset really; setting 

them is about the only way I get anything accomplished.  Even then I don’t always make it because some 

of the deadlines I set are kinda wishy washy ones.  You know the kind, something needs to be done, but 

it’s not a matter of life or death so the deadline can be moved from week to week until before you know it 

a whole year has gone by and the to-do on your list still has yet to be done. 

 

As one year ends and the new one begins, we’re often asked what new block-of-the-month (BOM) 

programs we plan on offering.  Miss Martha will once again offer her M&M Club.  M&M stands for 

Making Merry with Miss Martha, and if you know her at all you know she’s good at making things 

merry.  Her choice this year is Li’l Woolies by The Wooden Bear.  Each month you can visit on, or after, 

the first Saturday of the month and pick up a new kit to work on. Even though it is a first Saturday BOM 

it is not one of those that you have to bring back the next month in order to get the next kit.  These are 

strictly go-at-your-own-pace projects.  We’ve started already but you’re not too far behind to sign on.   

We started with the January block so you’ll always be a month ahead and have your little square finished 

in time to display in the correct month. 

 

The finished project is only 7” square and can be done by hand or machine.  Truth be known, it’s really 

easier to do by hand because most of the pieces are on the small side.  Doing it by hand also makes it a 

very portable project that can go anywhere you go.   

 

The cost of each kit is $13.50 plus tax.  The kit includes the pattern and all 

the wool felt needed to complete the project.  There are several ways to 

display your creation.  You can frame it, make it into a little pillow, or 

purchase one of two stands from which it can hang.  Here’s a photo of the 

first project you’ll do.  Isn’t this little snowman just too cute, cute, cute?!  

You can see all twelve months by visiting our blog (address under banner) 

and clicking on the “Monthly Offerings” tab.  Locate the 2014 M&M Club in 

the list, click on it, and you’ll also be able to see the other type of stand that 

can be used.  Neither will take up very much room.  M&M Club dues are 

$10. Those who were members in 2013 do not pay dues.  Free instruction 

time is available as needed. 

 

For several years now we’ve offered Thimbleberries Club.  Unfortunately, Lynette Jensen has closed her 

design studio and no longer offers this club to quilt shops.  In an effort to fill the void created by her 

retirement, we will be offering All Stitched Up by Kathy Schmitz instead.  This monthly project 

incorporates stitching along with piecing.  Each month you’ll make a different 12” finished square and 

stitch, if you so choose, a different design that tends to go along with the theme for that month.  The 
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finished project is a table mat that measures approximately 13”x 23”.  If you aren’t too keen on 

handwork, or aren’t really interested in making 12 table mats, you can make the blocks and at the end of 

the year create a sampler quilt.  How do you become a club member and what’s in it for you?  I’m so glad 

you asked.  

 

The particulars are as follows: 

• One-time dues of $15 are collected at the time you register and are non-refundable. Members of our  

  2013 Thimbleberries Club are exempt from paying dues. 

• Kits are $20 per month plus tax.  Kit includes pattern and all fabric to complete project.  Batting not   

  included. 

• Save 20% on purchases the day you pick up your kit (does not apply to monthly kits).  Standard  

  exclusions apply. 

• Club meeting time will be on the 3
rd

 Saturday from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. each month.  Discussion of  

  project will be in lecture/demo format. 

• There is no extra charge for attending the club meeting. 

• Free pattern to create a sampler quilt from monthly blocks will be given to club members later in the  

  year. 

• Help any time with any problems that might come up pertaining to club projects at no extra charge. 

• Door prize drawing at each meeting. 
 

Each pattern also includes a bookmark designed by Ms. 

Schmitz as well as a fabric accent piece that she has created 

especially for these projects.  At present, these patterns can 

only be obtained by being a club member and purchasing the 

kit.   
 

If you’d like to join us, please sign up as soon as possible to 

assure that we’ll have enough kits for everyone.  I’ve already 

had to order more patterns as the first batch are already spoken 

for.  So don’t delay!  You don’t want to miss out on this new 

adventure. 

 

We’re Even More Sociable! 

 

Yes, I finally gave in and we now have a page on Facebook.  

Victoria has agreed to help me with this new way of reaching 

out to like-minded beings because I haven’t a clue how to 

make it work.  I’ve been doing good to keep the blog going and have to say I’ve not done all that good a 

job doing that.  If you’re a Facebook person please type in Hooked on Quilting and see if you can find us.  

We’ve already had several folks that have so I’m guessing it’s not too hard to do.  If you have any 

problems though just let me know.  I’ll pass them on to Victoria . 
 

We’re also on Etsy.com.  We’ve only got a couple of items on at the moment but will add more as time 

allows.  Just type in “hookedonquilting” in the search box and you should be able to find us.  You’ll have 

to have some patience as we try to figure out how to use this new sales medium.  If we add something 

you’re interested in but need more yardage just e-mail me and we’ll do our best to accommodate you. 
 

Winter Hours 

 

Please note that we are now closing at 4:00 p.m. each evening.  Miss Martha doesn’t like being here after 

dark.  Plus, since we have no lights out front, I don’t want to take the chance of anyone falling.  If you 

find that you need to visit after 4:00 please give us a call.  Most days I am here and will gladly watch for 



you.  Once the time changes again, and there’s more light in the evening, we’ll probably go back to our 

normal hours. 
 

We will be closed on December 24 and 25 as well as January 1.  Before you make a long trip, please call 

to make sure we’re open as there may be a few other days during the holidays when we’re unable to have 

the shop open. 

 

Waxing Eloquent Just to Say Merry Christmas!  
 

It’s that time of year when we meet ourselves coming and going trying to get projects finished, 

decorations put in place, gifts wrapped, and food cooked.  Many of us look forward to this time for 

months and then make ourselves crazy trying to do more than any one sane person should ever attempt.  

We spend lots of time and effort planning and putting those plans in place in hopes that we can give our 

family the perfect Christmas experience.   
 

I’ve come to the conclusion, after all these many years of livin’, that there’s no such thing as the perfect 

Christmas experience, except in the magazines and movies of course.  In my experience, something 

always comes up during the holidays that we don’t expect and for which we are unprepared.  But back to 

magazines and movies.  I don’t know about you, but when I look through all the Christmas magazines to 

get ideas for decorating (something I greatly love to do), I always end up feeling so inadequate for turning 

my home into what I see on those glossy pages.  Plus, I never hear those wonderful Christmas tunes 

playing from out of nowhere when a somewhat magical moment happens as the family comes together.  

Talk about unrealistic expectations…   
 

Given that Rick and I live 300+ miles from our hometowns we’re always the ones who have to travel to 

be with family for Christmas.  It’s been that way ever since I left home back in 1979.  For that reason, we 

started celebrating Christmas over a twelve day period when our children were very young.  By doing so 

we could relish the time together after we returned back to Fayetteville and the true reason for the 

celebration.  We’ve enjoyed our twelve days of Christmas for several years now and have found that by 

the end of the twelve days we’re ready to move on into the New Year.  I guess you could say it’s become 

one of our traditions, and it will be interesting to see if any of our children carry it on with their future 

families.     
 

My wish, and prayer, for you this Christmas is that nothing unexpected comes your way, unless it’s 

something really great like a new red sports car or a three carat diamond ring, and that the New Year 

brings to you and your family a quiet spirit and the assurance that your needs will be met and your health 

will remain good.  It’s amazing how few our needs are when compared to our wants.  It is for this reason 

that being able to enjoy your quilting hobby can be categorized as a luxury, and fabric, etc. isn’t really 

something you need to survive like food, shelter, and clothing.  So my next wish for the New Year is that 

you find at least one or two new folks with whom to share your love of quilting so that our shop and 

many others will have a reason for continuing on in our efforts to provide you with something you don’t 

need but would be somewhat less fulfilled were it absent from your life.   
 

We hope to find time to socialize a little more with our quilting family next year for reasons other than 

just shopping.  January, for example, is Hot Tea Month.  A few years back we offered hot tea to our 

visitors in January and are thinking of doing this again next month.  Interested?  We’d probably start it 

January 13 after our Stitchin’ Camp is over.  Be sure to watch the calendar on our blog so you’ll know 

when to visit to share a hot cup of tea.  Who knows, we might even have a biscuit (cookie) or two to go 

along with it.   
 

Now, without further ado, have a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year. 

 

Cindy 

 


