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Greetings! 

 

It’s a new year, obviously, and resolutions were made by many.  How about you?  Did you make any 

resolutions for the year ahead?  Have you resolved to only use fabric from your stash, finish a certain 

number of UFOs each month, or maybe try a new technique that you’ve never done and know little or 

nothing about?  Whatever your resolution is, or whatever they are as the case may be, let us know if we 

can help you in any way to fulfill it, or them.   

 

If finishing UFOs was one of your resolutions we already have a plan in place to help you do just that.  

We had our January Stitchin’ Camp and our February camp is full, BUT I have reserved the building that 

we use for March 7-9 for a third Stitchin’ Camp.  The cost is $60, covers three meals, goodies, and 

savings on your purchases for that week.  If you missed the first two and would like to get in on the third 

one, please let me know as soon as possible.  There are several ladies from the January camp who are 

signed up for the second camp and want to be included in the third one as well.  You’d think they had a 

good time or something… 

 

A new year is often a time to start a new project or two.  That’s right, not everyone has a ton of UFOs like 

you and I do.  We have a few block-of-the-month options to offer you in case you’ve been looking for 

something to occupy your time.  The first one you’ve never seen before, at least not from us.  It is small, 

if done as shown, but has the potential to become a good-sized quilt if that’s what you prefer.  Read on… 

 

By Thy Hands  
 

Join us for a new block-of-the-month (BOM) that we debuted at our January Stitchin’ Camp.  The pattern 

offers a lot of possibilities in addition to the one shown.  The kit for this BOM will include fabric to 

complete the project top, buttons if called for, binding, as well as the pattern.  Backing and batting are not 

included.  There is some wool, just a small amount, in the kits so take that into consideration if you have 

an allergy to wool.  I will be happy to change that out for you if needed.   

 

What are the other possibilities?  Allow me enumerate them here for you. 

 

1. Use as a small table topper which is what the designer had in 

mind (see photo at right).  Approximate size:  10-1/2”x15-1/2” 

2. Add a hanging sleeve to the back and use it to fill in a small 

space on your wall, changing it out each month.  Or, add 

hanging tabs to the top edge and put one month on one side 

and a second month on the other.  Less to store that way 

(assuming you could bear to put them away after each month). 

3. Each quilt block section is 8” finished and can be sewn 

together with sashing, either straight or on point, and made into a small quilt.  The end size of the 

quilt would be determined by you and the border treatment you choose.   
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4. Each quilt block can be made into a hot pad with either cotton batting or Insul-Bright to reflect 

the heat.  Nice size for gift giving. 

5. By doing a little math you could make the quilt block portion into a 12” finished square if you 

prefer that size block and then turn the squares into a nice sampler quilt. 

6. Each appliqué section can be completed on their own, sewn into a three blocks across by four 

down configuration for a small wallhanging that spans the year.  This would be a great little 

monthly gift for a secret sister or someone special whom you’d like to give something small to.  

You can either offer to put it together at the end of the year, or give her a finishing kit and leave 

the end result for her to decide on. 

7. Each appliqué section could be made into a mini wallhanging to fit a small space as between a 

door frame and wall edge.  A generic hanger or ones that represent the season could be used for a 

little extra punch.  Again, a nice gift idea when something small is called for. 

8. Janet suggested that three appliqué sections could be stitched, one trio for each season, backed, 

and bound to hang on one of the Trip Tic hangers or table tri-stands.  You could add a wider 

border at the bottom and stitch the name of the month or appliqué a symbol associated with that 

month.  January for example could have three small snowflakes across the bottom.  February 

could have three hearts, and so on.  This allows the end result to be unique like its maker. 

9. Each quilt block and appliqué block section could be stitched together in a three sections across 

by four sections down configuration to make a much larger quilt.  Again, the end size would be 

determined by the border treatment you choose.   

10. The appliqué pattern can be traced onto a background fabric and 

stitched in black as shown here or maybe blue or red.  The 

individual blocks can then be sewn together with sashing in 

between into a three across by four down wallhanging.  There is 

actually a pattern for this configuration by the designer at a cost 

of $18 but no need to buy that when you already have the pattern 

right here.   

11. If you prefer stitching to appliqué you could stitch the section that is shown above done in 

appliqué and still have a cute project.  Save those pieces given in the kit for the appliqué section 

for future use. 

12. Placemats!  A couple of the ladies at camp said these would make cute placemats for their table.  

They wouldn’t use them under plates of course, but then you could cut and place a sheet of plastic 

over them before setting your plates on top. 

13. Scrap buster!  Make the first one using the fabrics in our kit and any future projects could take 

care of some of those scraps.  This is where saving even 1” squares could come in handy. 

 

Whew!  I think I’ve exhausted all the possibilities offered by this one little pattern, but if you can see any 

others please let me know, and I’ll pass them along to the ladies who have already signed up.  Speaking of 

signing up, all the kits that were assembled for camp have been claimed which means it will take me just 

a little while to get more patterns in and make more kits.  Please let me know before the end of the month 

whether or not you’d like to participate in this BOM.   

 

Kits will be ready for pick up no later than the second Saturday of each month.  If you cannot make it that 

day you can pick your kit up any time after that.  This is not one of the BOMs where you have to show 

your work before picking up the next kit nor do you have to report here on a specific day lest you get 

dinged dollar wise for not having done so.  If you find you can’t make it in or for some reason need me to 

mail or deliver your kits I will be happy to do so.  Postage will be as minimal as possible. 

 

Dues:  $10 for new members 

Cost:  $15 plus tax per month 

 



 

M&M Club 
 

If small projects are your preference, or if you’d just like to have 

something on hand to do when toting a machine around isn’t 

convenient, you may want to take advantage of Miss Martha’s 

M&M Club.  Each month she will be doing a little project only 8” 

square.  This little “quilt” is attached to a base unit that hangs on a 

table stand.  The base is done in flannels with a crazy quilt design.  

The squares that hang on the base can be done by hand or machine.  

These squares are also seasonal to some extent and just as cute as 

they can be.  At present, she only has space for five more club 

members.  Join while you can! 
 

Dues:  $10 for new members  

Cost for 1
st
 month:  $23 plus tax includes base pattern, flannel 

charm pack, January pattern and wool felt required to make that project as seen at right. 

Cost for 2
nd

-12
th

 month:  $12 plus tax per month 
 

Thimbleberries Club 
 

There’s still time to join the Thimbleberries Club, but you’ll need to hurry.  

We had our first meeting on the 19
th
 so those who’ve already joined have a 

head start.  Since I had to order more fabric to accommodate the number of 

club members that we have this year I figured we might as well leave 

membership open for a little while longer.  Especially since this year may be 

the last year that an organized club, as we’ve known it all these years, is 

offered. 
 

This year we have one book that has all the club projects as well as several 

extra projects and lots of recipes.  The projects this year are larger than last 

year and there’s even a queen sized sampler quilt included in the book.  You 

can get your kits either monthly or quarterly.  Just let us know when you sign 

up and we’ll cut accordingly. 
 

Dues:  $20 for new members 

Cost:  $25 plus tax per month 
 

Noteworthy by Moda 
 

Looking for something to lighten up the dark days of winter?  Look no further.  

Noteworthy designed by Sweetwater for Moda will do just that.  I would love 

to have brought in the whole group but alas, not enough room.  We do have a 

fat quarter bundle left, jelly rolls, charm packs, and half-a-dozen prints from 

which to choose.  You might want to visit Sweetwater’s blog, 

www.sweetwater.typepad.com, and scroll down to their January 11 entry to 

see some of the projects they’ve made using their new line of fabric.  Before 

you get there though you’ll run across this little case that I thought was really 

cute.  They sell the pattern for it on their etsy site which you can access through their blog as well.  After 

looking through one of the charm packs, I’m finding it hard to resist ordering more fabric from this group.  

Give me strength! 

www.sweetwater.typepad.com


Don’t Forget our Blog! 
  

I’ve lost count of the times someone has visited, looked at our new fabrics or books and said, “I didn’t 

know you had these!”  When I mention that they were listed on the “Just In” page of our blog they look at 

me with a very blank expression and then say, “Blog?  I didn’t know you had a blog.”   

 

If you look right under our banner at the top of this newsletter, you’ll see our blog address.  I’ll give it 

here again so you don’t have to scroll up, www.hookedonquilting.wordpress.com.  All you have to do is 

click on the link and it will take you to our blog.  Across the top of the page are tabs that will lead you to 

various information.  Want to know what’s going on?  Click on the “Calendar of Events” tab.  If your 

organization has an upcoming event please feel free to e-mail me the information, and I’ll be happy to 

include it in the calendar.  Want to know what Miss Martha is doing for her M&M Club?  Just click on 

the “M&M Club” tab and you’ll see exactly what she’s up to.  Want to know how to join our 

Thimbleberries Club?  Just click on that tab and you’ll find out everything you need to know to become a 

member of the club.  The “Random Musings” tab has various articles that I’ve written over the years.  

Some are informational and some are just entertaining. 

 

Every now and then I’ll write something on the front page that you’ll want to take the time to read.  I try 

not to do this every day, often I’m doing good to do it once a month, but if you subscribe to the blog 

you’ll get a notification any time I post something new.  I think this is only for the verbage part and 

doesn’t work for the individual pages.  Those you’ll have to look at on purpose from time to time.  You’ll 

want to pay particular attention to the “Freebie Friday” posts as these have links to free patterns or 

information in which I think you’d be interested.  

 

Our blog takes the place of a web page for the time being so if you see anything mentioned amongst the 

pages that you’d like to order or have me hold for you just give me a call or send an e-mail.  We’ll use the 

information on the blog as our storefront for the time being which means you can order anything I list on 

the pages.  We’re working on setting up a web page but don’t foresee it coming to fruition any time soon.  

 

Until next time… 

 

Happy stitchin’! 

 

Cindy  
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