
 

December 2016 

 

Greetings! 
 

Well, the end is near.  Yes, this year is winding down 

with just a few days left before 2016 officially ends 

and 2017 begins.  I wish I could wax eloquent about 

biding the old year adieu and welcoming the new one, 

but I had just kinda gotten used to the old one and had 

hoped it would last a bit longer.  Now I’ll have to start 

all over again, making an exerted effort to remember to 

write 2017 when the need arises.  I wonder how long it 

will take me to achieve that little goal this year… 
 

As for 2016, there have been several changes for us 

this year. The biggest change, and the one causing the 

most confusion, is the change from being open on an 

every day basis to being open by appointment only.  

Yes, we still have lots of fabric, patterns, books, etc., 

and yes, you can still visit the shop when needed. The 

difference is that you will need to call me first and let 

me know when you’d like to visit.  While I’m here 

most of the time, there are times when I am not for one 

reason or another.  If you don’t like having to call but 

just want to show up, you can do that on the first 

Saturday of every month between 11:00 and 3:00.  

Miss Martha will be here and the kits will be ready for 

pick-up for those participating in her monthly project. 
 

If you do not live close enough to drive to the shop, we 

are selling a small amount on Etsy and will be happy to 

ship your treasures to you.  There’s not a huge 

selection online at present, but items are added as time 

allows.  If there’s something you want but don’t see, 

just give me a call and I can let you know if I have it in 

stock.  We hope that expanding to online sales will 

expand our customer base and allow us to eventually 

offer an even greater selection of fabric and quilt 

related items. 
 

Until we meet again, we would like to extend to you 

and your family our best wishes for a wonderful 

Christmas celebration and a New Year that is complete 

with good health, prosperity, and lots of time for 

working on and completing all the quilting projects on 

your to-make list. 
 

Take care, 

 

Cindy, Miss Martha, Victoria, and Rick 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

With the New Year comes two new Stitchin’ 

Camp events which we have scheduled for 

your enjoyment.  We’d love to have you join us at 

either, or better still both, camps.  The first will be 

January 12-14 and the second one is February 9-11.  

The cost will remain at $70 for the three days.  If 

you’re not familiar with camp, you can go here to learn 

all about it.  If you come up with a question that isn’t 

answered there just give me a call and I will enlighten 

you . 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

December 25 – Merry Christmas! 

December 31 – Super Stitcher Program 

ends. 

~2017~ 
January 1 – Happy New Year! 

January 7 – Open Shop – 11:00 to 3:00 

January 12-14 – Stitchin’ Camp I 

January 31 –Super Stitcher cards must be received by 

Martingale by this date. 

February 4 – Open Shop – 11:00 to 3:00 

February 9-11 – Stitchin’ Camp II 

March 21-25 – A Mountain Quiltfest in Pigeon Forge, TN 

April 26-29 – AQS Show in Paducah, KY 
 

 
No winter lasts forever; no spring skips 
its turn.   
                                                                   ~Hal Borland 
 

Current Monthly Offering! 
 

Join Miss Martha as she creates a new project each 

month for you to display at home or at work.  Kits for 

the Little Quilts Squared-Calendar Series are available 

now and can be picked up the first Saturday of every 

month.  The kit includes everything you need to 

complete the project with the exception of batting, 

threads, and fusible webbing.  Cost is $17.95 plus tax.  

Check here to see the ones we’ve done so far! 
 

Availability is limited.  Please call to reserve your kit.

https://hookedonquilting.wordpress.com/monthly-offerings/
https://etsy.com/shop/HookedonQuilting/
https://hookedonquilting.wordpress.com/stitchin-camp/
https://hookedonquilting.wordpress.com/monthly-offerings/
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Super Stitcher Program 
 

For many years now, we have participated in the Super 

Stitcher rewards program offered by Martingale 

Publishing.  In August, they notified us that they would 

be discontinuing this program at the end of 2016.   
 

If you have a card that is not 

completely full, you have 

until the end of December to 

purchase qualifying books 

from a participating Super 

Stitcher shop.   
 

If you have a Super Stitcher card and have collected 

nine M stamps, you will need to mail your completed 

card to the address below.  Be sure to mail it in enough 

time so that it is received by January 31, 2017.   
 

Martingale  

Attn: Super Stitcher program 

19021 120th Ave. NE, Suite 102 

Bothell, WA 98011 
 

HOQ Gift Certificates  
 

We will no longer be issuing gift certificates. In the 

event that you have a gift certificate from the shop, you 

will need to use it before December 31, 2016.  Gift 

certificates presented after this date will not be 

honored. 
 

All Together Now... 

 

Let Me Sew! 
 

Sung to the tune of Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It 
Snow!                                        
 

Oh the pattern I’ve picked is striking, 

The fabric to my liking, 

It’s washed and all set to go. 

Let me sew! Let me sew! Let me sew! 
 

I intend to have fun while cutting,  

My skills I will be strutting. 

On to piecing I’ll gladly go,  

Let me sew! Let me sew! Let me sew! 
 

When I’m finished with this new quilt,  

On some old UFO’s I will start. 

But for now I will feel no guilt,  

I’m happy to practice my art. 
 

My seams I will soon be pressing,  

My blocks will be progressing. 

My smile, oh how it will glow. 

Let me sew! Let me sew! Let me sew! 
    ~Author Unknown 

 

Quick Gift Idea 
 

Need a quick and easy gift that will be well received?  

Regardless of the occasion, be it Christmas, a birthday, 

or a housewarming party, this is one gift that will be 

cherished rather than exchanged.  
 

Mug Rugs - Cut two 6-1/2” squares of fabric and one 

6-1/2” square of cotton batting or Insul-Bright.  Place 

fabric right sides together.  Place batting on top of 

fabric squares.  Using a ¼” seam, stitch around squares 

leaving a 2” opening for turning.  Snip corners on the 

diagonal and trim edge of batting close to stitching to 

reduce bulk in seam.  Turn project inside out making 

sure your corners are as square as possible.  Stitch 

opening closed.  Press.  Top stitch around square.  

Further quilting can be done but is not necessary.   
 

Make it even quicker by using orphaned 6” finished 

squares should you have any on hand.  The orphans 

can even be larger than 6” but 10” or less is better.  

These can be ones that didn’t quite measure out to the 

correct size or extras not used in a project.  Adjust the 

size of the backing and batting square to match the size 

of your “unique” block.   

 

Maybe you’d like to try a new block design but are 

unsure of the technique(s) used or the colours you’re 

considering.  This is a perfect way to make the block 

without the stress of making sure it’s perfect.  If it is, 

great!  If not, either because you don’t like the 

technique and/or the colours after all, just turn it into a 

mug rug to use under your mug or to gift to someone 

who you know will love it.  
 

Be sure to give your handmade mug rug along with a 

nice mug or cup and saucer set, maybe a vintage or 

even sterling silver spoon, hot chocolate and/or tea, and 

don’t forget a small box of fancy cookies.  Actually, 

homemade cookies would be really nice with the recipe 

included. 
 

Some things to think about: 
 

If your block happens to incorporate raw-edged 

appliqué, by all means do go ahead and secure 

the edges of the appliqué pieces in order to prevent 

them from pulling away from the background fabric 

due to use and possible laundering. 
 

Buttons should be placed so that they do not 

cause the mug to sit unevenly on the design.  

Also, be careful if you press the rug after completion as 

some buttons may melt (Yes, I do speak from 

experience, on both counts.). 
 

Make a rug to send each month to a very special 

person.  These can depict the theme of the 

month, i.e. hearts in February, a candle for the birthday 

month, etc.  You’re limited only by your imagination, 

which I know firsthand is limitless.   
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Mmmmmm! 
 

Jill’s Hot Chocolate 
 

4 cups milk 

4 cups half and half 

1 cup cream 

Large bag of chocolate chips 

Salt 

2 tsp. vanilla 
 

 Stir liquids constantly so they do not burn.   

 When liquid is steaming, and almost to a boil, 

add in a large package of chocolate chips.   

 Stir until they melt.  (You may want to add a 

few more or less, depending on your taste.) 

 Add a dash or two of salt, and 2 teaspoons of 

vanilla.  

 Stir and enjoy!  (you can add flavorings like 

orange extract, peppermint or cinnamon, etc)  
 

Recipe from the kitchen of Jill Finley 
 

Cranberry Pumpkin Bread 
 

4 eggs  

2 tsp. baking soda  

2/3 cup water  

1-1/2 teaspoons salt  

1 cup vegetable oil  

1 tsp. cinnamon  

1 (16-ounce) can pumpkin  

1 tsp. nutmeg  

3 cups whole wheat flour or 3-1/2 cups all-purpose 

flour  

1/8 tsp. ground cloves  

2 cups sugar  

2 cups whole or chopped cranberries 
 

 Beat the eggs in a large mixing bowl.  

 Add the water, oil and pumpkin, and mix until 

well blended.  

 Sift the flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, 

cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves together.  

 Add the flour mixture to the egg mixture 

gradually, mixing until the batter is well 

blended.  

 Stir in the cranberries.  

 Divide the batter among 3 well-greased 4x8-

inch loaf pans.  

 Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour or until a 

wooden pick inserted in the center comes out 

clean.  

 Let the bread cool in the pans on wire racks. 
 

Yield: 3 loaves (18 servings) 

 

Party Pinwheels 
 

16 ounces cream cheese, softened 

1 (4-ounce) envelope ranch salad dressing mix  

1/2 cup minced red bell pepper  

1/2 cup sliced green onions  

1/4 cup sliced stuffed olives  

3 to 4 (10-inch) flour tortillas  

 

 Combine the cream cheese and salad dressing 

mix in a mixing bowl, and beat until smooth.  

 Add the red pepper, green onions and olives, 

and mix well.  

 Spread about 3/4 cup of the mixture on each 

tortilla, and roll up tightly as for a jelly roll.  

 Wrap the roll-ups individually in plastic wrap, 

and refrigerate for 2 hours or longer.  

 Cut the roll-ups into 1/2-inch slices, and 

arrange on a serving plate. Refrigerate any 

leftovers.  

 

Yield: 15 to 20 servings 

 

Christmas Punch 
 

1 64 oz bottle of cranberry juice cocktail 

2 cups of orange juice 

Juice from one lemon 

1 2-liter bottle of Ginger Ale 

Orange slices accented with whole cloves 

Cinnamon sticks 
 

 Combine the first four ingredients in a punch 

bowl.  

 Decoratively add whole cloves to the orange 

slices and arrange in a circle on top of the 

punch.  

 Place a few cinnamon sticks in the center of 

the orange slices and use the remainder in 

individual mugs.  

 Serve chilled.  
 

Makes about 15 servings 
 

Recipe from the kitchen of Lynette Jensen 

 

 
 

Gifts of time and love are surely the 
basic ingredients of a truly merry 
Christmas.            ~Peg Bracken 
 

To a child, love is spelled T-I-M-E.  While it costs 

nothing in dollars and cents, it is the one great 

treasure we can give any time of the year, every day 

in fact, and the one thing that is always received 

with much pleasure.  

 


