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Greetings! 

 

Happy anniversary to us!!!  Can you believe that nine years 

have come and gone since we took over the quilt shop here in 

Fayetteville?  I can’t, and I’ve been here the whole time!   

 

It’s been an interesting nine years.  So many things have gone 

on in the world of quilting and the world in general.  We’ve 

seen first-quality fabric prices go from $5 and $8 a yard to $10 and $12.  I’ve heard that 

it’s even higher in some locations.  I don’t know how those shops make it given that I 

still hear complaints about $8 a yard fabric.  Probably by sewing machine sales and/or 

longarm quilting services, neither of which we have.  A recent letter from a much loved 

fabric vendor hinted that there’s a possibility of yet another price increase on the horizon.  

That vendor, however, plans on keeping their prices as is, at least for the time being. 

 

We’ve gone from quilters who would come in and buy fabric for whole quilts to quilters 

who pull from their stash, or the stash of their quilting friends, and only visit in the event 

that they need a little bit extra to go with what they already have, and when I say “a little 

bit” I mean just that.  I’m not complaining mind, just informing.   

 

We’ve seen a rise in internet sites, some who are honest and offer quality goods, and 

others who send you what you pay for making the age old adage of “buyer beware” even 

more necessary to heed.  The rise in internet sales has cost the quilting community a lot 

of independent quilt shops over recent years, and if rumors can be believed will cost us 

more in the near future if things don’t pick up.  Right now, for example, there’s a shop in 

Oklahoma that is in the process of going out of business.  As far as I know they aren’t in 

an area hit by the tornadoes, but the sudden news of their closing was devastating to those 

who have depended on them nonetheless.  I’ve never been there and was shocked 

because the last I’d heard from them they were gearing up for great new BOMs.  The 

next e-mail told about an immediate going out of business sale.  So sad… 

 

On a more up close and personal level, over the past nine years we’ve had the shop in 

three locations.  The first two were on the square.  The third is our current location which 

also happens to be our home.  After being here for a while, we split the shop into two 

parts and put the children’s clothing and needlework portions back on the square for a 

short time while leaving the quilting portion in our home.  Our home has seen visitors for 

six years now and most folks prefer the shop here than any of the locations on the square. 

I’m told that’s because quilts and old homes just go together.   
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We’ve seen our children go from being 10, 12, and 19 years old to 18, 20, and 28 years 

old.  We’ve gone from homeschooling to the college scene, from gymnastics meets and 

ballet performances to concerts on stages and at Bridge Street Town Centre.  We have 

gone from having the children here at home all the time and helping in the shop to rarely 

seeing them and getting their help in the shop on a very limited basis.  I’ve learned that 

there’s really a lot of positive things to be said about having strong, young bodies 

working in a quilt shop.   

 

We’ve gone from having one Stitchin’ Camp, sometimes a very sparsely attended camp 

at that, to having three this year.  The first camp filled in a week and the second camp 

didn’t take much longer than that to fill.  The third camp wasn’t as full as we’d have 

liked, but trouble in sending e-mails was partly to blame for that.  Now the campers are 

asking for a camp in the fall.  You’d think they liked us or something ! 

 

Thankfully, Miss Martha and Miss Kathy have stuck it out, and Miss Janice has even 

jumped in when needed.  Had these three faithful ladies not been involved with the shop, 

we would have closed long ago.  Their experience, expertise, advice, and shoulders to cry 

on have been a very vital part of making the shop successful.   

 

Then there’s YOU!  You have also been a vital part of why we’re still here, of why we’re 

able to celebrate nine years of enabling.  Yes, enabling.  I have decided over the years 

that if I were to have to choose one word to best describe what we do it would be the 

word “enable.”  Whether it’s by providing the materials and tools needed to make a quilt 

or other project, giving lessons, or encouraging quilters, both new and seasoned, that they 

can do anything their heart desires or to try something they’ve not tried before, we’ve 

enable a lot of folks over these past nine years to create and do things they might not have 

thought possible otherwise.  While I greatly enjoy the buying part of my job (yes, I really, 

really like that part a lot!), I enjoy even more the enabling part of my job, which is made 

possible in part because of the buying part. See how that works?!  To see the light bulb 

pop on after explaining a new technique, to watch the eyes of visitors as they drink in the 

sight of beautiful fabrics or stroke them for comfort, or to see a quilt top that’s brought in 

completed that the quilter started not knowing if she, or he, could manage it, is a reward 

that no paycheck can equal (which is a good thing given that I’ve not had one in nine 

years).   

 

OK…enough of all that froggy nonsense and stroll down memory lane.  You want to 

know if we plan on celebrating the fact that we’ve managed to keep the bill collectors at 

bay for nine years and if so, HOW!?  The time honored tradition for celebrating in quilt 

shops is with a sale.  Far be it from us to disappoint you.  In trying to decide just what to 

do for this sale, I looked at what we did in past sales that worked and what didn’t work.  

Here’s what I’ve come up with.  You’re going to have to pay attention now because it’s 

one of those mixed up sales as Miss Martha would put it.  Please note the emphasis on 

the number NINE . 

 

 Fabric in any of the three rooms from the hallway back will be 29% off with a 

half-yard minimum. 



 Children’s clothing fabric (58” wide) will be 39% off with a one yard minimum. 

 Books (excluding the most recent titles) will be buy one get one 49% off OR 

           buy two get one 99.9% off which equals FREE (I couldn’t remember which  

           way Martingale used to do this so we’ll do it both ways) 

 Patterns – Buy three get one 99.9% off which equals FREE  

 GO! dies and accessories – 29% off 

 Magazines not on the checkout counter – 19% off   

 Select kits - 19% off 

 

The first 29 visitors who spend $99 after discount and before tax will get a FREE  

2-1/2”x6” ruler designed especially for the shop.  These little rulers are perfect for 

working with precuts and will fit easily in your wallet or purse for a quick measurement 

of those blocks you see while out and about. 

 

We’ll bring back our quilt candy for this sale so everyone who makes a purchase will 

leave with a little piece of the shop.  If you’re new to the shop, quilt candy is a 5” square 

(+/-) of fabric.  It’s sugar free, calorie free, carb free, gluten free, fat free, and just free 

free which is always good for you.  One of our ladies has collected these little squares in 

a glass bowl and has it in her sewing room.  She said she just enjoys looking at them 

because they are so colorful.  If you haven’t already heard the quilt candy story just ask 

Miss Martha when you visit.   

 

Is there more?  Who knows…  I’m notorious for flying by the seat of my pants so when 

you visit you might find something else that has been added to the sale or that we’re 

giving away.  I’ve been toying with the idea of giving away a prize package worth $99 to 

one lucky person.  Think I should do that?  Would that entice you just a little bit more to 

pay us a visit?  Don’t take too long to think about it because the sale begins tomorrow, 

June 14 and ends next Saturday, June 22.  If you check the blog from time to time you 

already knew that because the dates are on the Calendar of Events (see link under 

banner). 

 

Another anniversary of some note happens the day after our sale ends.  Yes, on Sunday, 

June 23 Rick and I will celebrate our 25
th

 wedding anniversary.  Our silver anniversary to 

go with all the “silver” in my hair seems appropriate.  It doesn’t feel like that many years 

have passed, but they have.  I guess just like with the quick passage of time in owning the 

shop, time flies when you’re having fun with those you truly love. 

 

Happy stitchin’! 

 

Cindy 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


