
 

Blog:  www.hookedonquilting.wordpress.com 
 

Greetings! 

 

I’m sure by now you’ve heard about the Row by Row Experience but maybe not what it’s all 

about.  Essentially, it is a nationwide shop hop which also goes up into Canada.  With this shop 

hop you don’t have to pay any fees, have a passport stamped, or visit any specific number of 

shops in order to win something.  In other words, it’s all about having a good time, either solo or 

with a group of quilting buddies, visiting shops you might not have known were out there, and 

getting a free pattern from each shop you visit that can be turned into a quilt which might just 

win a great prize or two.   

 

I could sit and retype all the particulars, but if you go to www.rowbyrowexperience.com you’ll 

find the answers to all your questions right there.  That includes which shops in a specific state 

are participating, the rules for the quilt contest, links to information about the Bobbin the Robin 

contest, and more.  Yes, since I’m already behind in getting this information out to you, I won’t 

delay myself any longer by trying to retell what’s already there for you to read for yourself. 

 

What you won’t find there is 

information on what we’ll be 

doing here in this shop.  Our 

row pattern is for making 

Sunbrellas.  Sunbrellas are what 

keep the sun off of you while 

you sit on the beach watching the waves roll in.  I would have loved to have had one on our 

recent trip to the beach.  Had we, Victoria and I wouldn’t have gotten overly done while baking 

on the beach.  I never used to burn when I was younger, with the exception of my nose and top 

of my shoulders..  Unfortunately, I  hadn’t stopped to calculate just how many years it’s been 

since I was exposed to the sun’s rays while sitting on the beach…obviously, way too many.  If 

you remember the old commercial where the little boy stands with his arms out away from his 

sides and says something like, “I got a sunburn and I feel like a French fry!” then you’ll know 

what I mean.  Even Victoria over did it.  Yes, we definitely needed a sunbrella to protect us this 

year. 

 

As a tribute to our new-found wisdom, our pattern will feature a row of sunbrellas.  They are a 

great way to use up small pieces of fabric you have in your stash.  Because of that, I don’t have 

any plans at the moment to make kits.  I know that’s supposed to be one of the ways I make more 

money during this event, but seriously, even the background can be pieced, so I’d rather skip 

making up $5 kits and encourage you to use up your scraps instead.  Of course, if you’re brand 

new to quilting and have no scraps I will gladly put together a kit for you.  Just let me know 

ahead of time when you’ll be visiting so I’ll have it together. 
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We’ll also be offering collectible pins in two 

varieties.  If you spend $75 after discount and before 

tax we will give you your choice of pin FREE.  If you 

don’t spend that much and want a pin you’re welcome 

to purchase either of them for $5.75 each plus tax 

(discounts do not apply).   

 

We have a fabric license plate on order that you can purchase as 

well.  I’ve read where some folks are questioning what can be 

done with these small pieces of fabric (approx. 7-1/4”x3-1/2”).  I 

thought it was fairly obvious myself, but maybe not.  I’d suggest 

taking each fabric plate you purchase as you hop from shop to 

shop and turn them into a memory quilt.  You could use one color to sash between each plate, or 

use different colors around each plate to complement the colors in the plate.  This could aid in 

making the project larger in the event that you don’t get to visit many shops.  You could always 

sew them into the back of the quilt lining them up so that they are behind the row from the shop 

whose pattern you used on the front of your contest quilt.  See!  I don’t understand why folks 

couldn’t figure out just what to do with this small bit of fabric.  If nothing else, pick your favorite 

one and make a large pincushion out of it.  Come on!  Get those creative juices flowing!  Since 

my fabric plates won’t be here until later, you can go ahead and pay for one when you visit.  I 

will gladly mail it to you when it arrives.   

 

We’ve not done any giveaways in a very long time, so I’m going to sweeten the pot and do that 

too.  When you check out, be sure to fill out an entry form.  I’ll draw a name on the 15th and 30th 

of each month from those collected between now and August 30th, 2015.  That gives you five 

opportunities to win something even if you don’t participate in the quilt contest.   

 

From now until July 3 we will keep our current hours which are Thursday and Friday 10-5; 

Saturday 10-4.  We will be closed on July 4th.  Starting Monday, July 6th, we will begin our 

summer hours and be open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10-5; Saturday 10-4.  

We will be closed on Wednesday and Sunday.  If you are planning an outing with several friends 

and can let me know ahead of time I would greatly appreciate it.  I will try to have a second 

person here to help as needed. 

 

Get your shops mapped out now and start hoppin’! 

 

Cindy   

 


