
Here Today…Gone Tomorrow 
 

 

The devastating tornadoes that ripped through the south on April 27, 2011 will long be remembered by 

those who were affected for as many reasons as there were victims.  The destruction was great.  The shock 

that followed even greater.   

 

Scattered all over the tornadoes’ paths were bits and pieces of people’s lives.  In our own yard we found a 

blank check from Moulton, AL and a veterinary inoculation record from Hartselle, AL.  Neither of these 

cities are what you’d call neighbors to us, but both became very real as the awareness sunk in of the 

distance those pieces of paper had traveled.  Questions about the safety of their owners came to mind as 

well as wondering how great their loss had actually been.  While a piece of paper is of no consequence, the 

loss of a home, and even worse, a life, is very grave indeed. 

 

One place that sustained considerable damage was a quilt shop, Sew Be It, in Ringgold, GA.  The whole 

front of their shop was torn off and the roof collapsed.  While they were able to salvage some of the fabrics, 

their quilts, and other items in the shop, their ability to serve their customers was hindered.  The salvaged 

stock was taken to a home for safe keeping.  The building they were renting had to be completely 

demolished and rebuilt.  The new space will be smaller, but they do plan on returning to business as soon as 

the new store is completed.  This distressing story has a foreseeable happy ending.   

 

Unfortunately for the quilting world, there are other shops that have closed not due to storm damage, but 

due to the current economic state.   When Katrina went through New Orleans and folks were stressing over 

the new higher gas prices, still low by today’s standards, I was told by a well-known quilt personality that 

research showed the two things women never gave up in times of economic adversity were their hair 

appointments and their creative outlets.  It seems that those who enjoy creating with their hands are also 

very creative at rearranging their budget to include indulging in their favorite pastime.  Will the results of 

that research hold true?  I surely hope so. 

 

As the words for this article took shape in my mind, we received word that a quilt shop not so far away 

would be closing due to economic reasons.  This shop is a very nice shop, well laid out, and seemed to be 

doing very good business.  This unexpected closing comes fairly close on the heels of another shop closing 

which was equally unexpected.  Yet a third shop, a couple of hours from us in the other direction, just 

closed its doors about three weeks ago. 

 

Quilt shops close for varied reasons just as any other business.  The reasons most often given are poor 

health on the part of the owner, burnout of the owner from working long hours on a daily basis often in 

place of an employee in hopes of saving on payroll, the economy, or lack of support from the local 

community.  It’s just that when a quilt shop closes those who have patronized it not only lose a place to 

purchase quality materials for their quilt making, they also lose a place of learning, inspiration, and 

encouragement.  They lose a place to share joys or vent frustrations.  Even though another shop might open 

close by, the new shop will never be just like the old one because each shop has its own unique personality, 

usually based heavily on that of the owner.   

 

It takes a lot of buyers to keep a quilt shop in business.  Have you ever thought about that?  Most quilters 

like fat quarters.  It takes four quilters to buy one yard of fabric when bought as fat quarters.  Most bolts 

have 15 yards of fabric on them.  That means that it could take up to 60 quilters to buy all the fabric on one 

bolt.  Many stores contain hundreds, usually thousands, of bolts, and buyers want to see new fabric each 

time they visit.  As a shop owner, when you are told by a customer that their purchase that day is the first in 

ten months because they have been using up their stash, you better understand why your task of keeping the 

shop open has been so difficult.  You’re delighted that they chose your shop to break their fast but realize 

that you lost their contribution to keeping your shop open for ten months. Likewise, other shops that might 

be in your area lost out on their custom as well.   

 



Is there a solution to this dilemma?  Sharing your love of quilting with those who are inexperienced but 

show an interest in this art form is a good place to start.  While there are new quilters joining the ranks 

every day many more are needed to fill the gap left by those seasoned quilters who have a stash to rival the 

inventory of a quilt shop and are no longer buying like they once did.  Taking inventory of your stash and 

replacing missing elements, like background or filler fabrics, will not only be helpful to your local quilt 

shop(s) but will also aid you in starting a new project in the middle of the night when the shops are closed. 

While shopping at the local chain store might seem appealing because of the lower price per yard, you need 

to remember that you get what you pay for.  Shopping at your local quilt shop almost always guarantees 

that you will leave with first-quality fabrics.  It will also yield better results because the owner and 

employees know what you like and order accordingly, whereas the chain stores tend to get what they are 

sent regardless of what their customer base wants.   

 

I realize that so many quilters do not have a local quilt shop to go to which is why I often wonder why 

those who do don’t take advantage of it more often.  Has familiarity bred contempt?  Do those with local 

quilt shops think that their shop will always be there because it always has been?  It’s hard to say really.  

The reasons for a quilter not to shop at a local quilt shop are probably as varied as the number of individual 

quilters.  Just be careful about staying away from your quilt shop for too long, else when you plan a visit 

for tomorrow you might just find it gone. 
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